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"Beware of Counterfeit Achievements"
Exodus 7:1-13

In Exodus 7:1-8:19, as Moses and Aaron speak for God to

Pharaoh, a contest takes place between the power of heaven and the power of this world. We see the difference between serving in God's power and strength, and serving without it.

The scripture passage suggests four truths to remember as you choose the source of your strength:

1.
Serving in God's strength allows ______  ___________ 

to be revealed  _____________  _______ .
Exodus 7:1 Then the Lord said to Moses, "See, I make you as God to Pharaoh, and your brother Aaron shall be your prophet. 
Exodus 7:5 And the Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord, when I stretch out My hand on Egypt and bring out the sons of Israel from their midst." 

2.
Serving in our own strength often _________________

the __________________  _____________ .
Exodus 7:11 Then Pharaoh also called for the wise men and the sorcerers, and they also, the magicians of Egypt, did the same with their secret arts. 
Exodus 7:22 But the magicians of Egypt did the same with their secret arts; and Pharaoh's heart was hardened, and he did not listen to them, as the Lord had said. 
Exodus 8:7 And the magicians did the same with their secret arts, making frogs come up on the land of Egypt.

3.
Serving in God's strength produces ________________  


_____________  than doing things on our own .
Exodus 7:12 For each one threw down his staff and they turned into serpents. But Aaron's staff swallowed up their staffs. 

Exodus 8:18 And the magicians tried with their secret arts to bring forth gnats, but they could not; so there were gnats on man and beast. 

4.
Serving in God's strength allows _____  ____________

to be made _______________ .
Exodus 7:5 And the Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord, when I stretch out My hand on Egypt and bring out the sons of Israel from their midst." 
Exodus 8:19 Then the magicians said to Pharaoh, "This is the finger of God." But Pharaoh's heart was hardened, and he did not listen to them, as the Lord had said.

CENTRAL TRUTH:
When God calls us to __________ Him, He calls us to serve
in ________ strength, not ________.
FOR THIS WEEK’S REFLECTION…

In what way or area has God made you "as God" to someone else? How has He called you to represent Him at home? At work? At school? In your neighborhood?
As one of God's people, what work has He called you to be involved in?

How are you preparing yourself for that work?

FOR NEXT WEEK’S PREPARATION...
Read Exodus 7:14-11:10

What do you understand the term "hardened heart" to mean?

Have you ever experienced a "hardened heart"? In what areas of life?

Who or what "hardens" one’s heart? How? Why?
