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I. The Bible guarantees answered prayer; yet all prayers in the
Bible are obviously not answered. How do you explain this?

1 John 3:21-22 21 Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence before God;
22 and whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and do the
things that are pleasing in His sight.

1 John 5:14-15 14 And this is the confidence which we have before Him, that, if we ask
anything according to His will, He hears us. 15 And if we know that He hears us in whatever we
ask, we know that we have the requests which we have asked from Him.

John 15:16 You did not choose Me, but I chose you, and appointed you, that you should go and
bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask of the Father in My name, He
may give to you.

John 16:23-24 23 "And in that day you will ask Me no question. Truly, truly, I say to you, if you
shall ask the Father for anything, He will give it to you in My name. 24 "Until now you have asked
for nothing in My name; ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be made full.

John 14:13-14 13 "And whatever you ask in My name, that will I do, that the Father may be
glorified in the Son. 14 "If you ask Me anything in My name, I will do it.

James 4:1-3 1 What is the source of quarrels and conflicts among you? Is not the source your
pleasures that wage war in your members? 2 You lust and do not have; so you commit murder.
And you are envious and cannot obtain; so you fight and quarrel. You do not have because you do
not ask. 3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, so that you may
spend it on your pleasures.

Mt. 6:36-46; 2 Cor. 12:7-9; Deut. 3:23-29; 2 Sam. 12:15-19; 1 Ki. 19:4; Job 6:8-9

II. What role does the Holy Spirit play in prayer?

Jude 20-21 20 But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith; praying in the
Holy Spirit; 21 keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting anxiously for the mercy of our Lord
Jesus Christ to eternal life.

Eph 6:18 With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on
the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints,

1 Cor. 2:10-14 10 For to us God revealed them through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches all
things, even the depths of God. 11 For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the
spirit of the man, which is in him? Even so the thoughts of God no one knows except the Spirit of
God. 12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we
might know the things freely given to us by God, 13 which things we also speak, not in words
taught by human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with

spiritual words. 14 But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God; for
they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually
appraised.

Rom 15:30 Now I urge you, brethren, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the
Spirit, to strive together with me in your prayers to God for me,

Dan 10:12-13 12 Then he said to me, "Do not be afraid, Daniel, for from the first day that
you set your heart on understanding this and on humbling yourself before your God, your
words were heard, and I have come in response to your words. 13 "But the prince of the
kingdom of Persia was withstanding me for twenty-one days; then behold, Michael, one of
the chief princes, came to help me, for I had been left there with the kings of Persia.

Rom 8:12-28 12 So then, brethren, we are under obligation, not to the flesh, to live
according to the flesh — 13 for if you are living according to the flesh, you must die; but if
by the Spirit you are putting to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For all who are
being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 15 For you have not received a spirit
of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which
we cry out, "Abba! Father!" 16 The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are
children of God, 17 and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if
indeed we suffer with Him in order that we may also be glorified with Him. 18 For I consider
that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is
to be revealed to us. 19 For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the
revealing of the sons of God. 20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own
will, but because of Him who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself also will be set
free from its slavery to corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22
For we know that the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together until
now. 23 And not only this, but also we ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even
we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the
redemption of our body. 24 For in hope we have been saved, but hope that is seen is not
hope; for why does one also hope for what he sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not
see, with perseverance we wait eagerly for it. 26 And in the same way the Spirit also helps
our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself
intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words; 27 and He who searches the hearts
knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He intercedes for the saints according to the
will of God. 28 And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those
who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.

III. Why do we pray? What is its purpose- to change God or us?

Ex 32:13-14 13 Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, Thy servants to whom Thou didst
swear by Thyself, and didst say to them, 'I will multiply your descendants as the stars of the
heavens, and all this land of which I have spoken I will give to your descendants, and they
shall inherit it forever.™ 14 So the Lord changed His mind about the harm which He said He
would do to His people.

Jer 26:19 Did Hezekiah king of Judah and all Judah put him to death? Did he not fear the
Lord and entreat the favor of the Lord, and the Lord changed His mind about the misfortune
which He had pronounced against them?

Amos 7:3 The Lord changed His mind about this. "It shall not be," said the Lord.
Jer. 26:13; Ps. 110:4; 1 Sam. 15:29



